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Lu.ky Midwest erns, get ready for the upcoming 
San Francis.: Mime Troupe tour cf your area In- 
cluded :n this paiket is a review and photo of 
their new production "False Promises/Nos Engan^aron' 
sent tc as by Bob Barber We’ve also run their tour 
schedule lor 0:_:ober, November and December and 
h-pfeluiiy the Irocpe will be touring in other 
p:arts of the _>c;,ntry in the next few months To 
rind -ui, wr^te to them at 355 Treat, San Francisco 
CA 9^1 10 

Jtii C^han, who has lectured and written 
widely .^n p_l.iti-al assassinations in the United 
States has sent uS an article about a new documen- 
tary pi_d-CTd by Mark Lane called "Footnote to 
the Assa 3 s i n^t i _ r. " The film examiiies , among other 
things, the testimcny of a key witness in Dallas 
on November 22, :963 Cchen’s review is cn page 2* 

Be s^re 'c check out the graphi.s section of 
this pa ke' a= we've included a feature page on 
Ford and C^rcrr’s iirst television debate in 
Phiiadeiphia Ihe photos were contributed by 
Neil Birns.n, a longtime movement photographer in 
the Philsde.pn.3 area 

Ore last n_tt — we were late in sending out 
C'jr tiiis r. yo^ all this month Nevertheless, 
pi-ase t_ s-nd money in as soon as you get 

y^cur bii* it means a let to our frantic bock- 
kccpe. s and . .. r empty pcukets> 


so long, 
LNS 


IF YOU ARE MISSING A PAGE OR GET A BADLY PRINIED GRAPHIC, LEI US KNOW AND WE WILL SEND YOU AKOTHER ONE SOON 



MIME TROUPE TOURING SCHEDULE 


V'^v gtcxphlcs tc gc with the following review^) 


SAN FRANCISCO MIME IROUPE ON TOUR WITH 

"False promises, nos engaJJaron” 

by Bob Barber 

San FRANCISCO CLNS)— The San Francisco Mime 
IS going on a tour of the Midwest with an 
virginal musical and theatrical production that is 
Cl musi to consider carefully 

Although based on events that happened eighty 
Nta.s agv. in American history, the show, "False 
Ft.:mLses Nos Enganarcn" tackles one of the most dif- 
1 ^ i. t problems facing the U.S^ working class today: 
hOK ^an people overcome the racial divisions created 
and maintained by imperialism? 

Ihe play focuses on a critical year in U.S. 
hicr-i.ry 1898. The massive strike wave of that year, 
os well as U.S. overseas expansion through the Spanish 
Aricri^tan War reflected the sharp internal contra— 
di.-.ti^ns already apparent in capitalist development 
dt the lime. So the action in False Promises moves 
b^^k dCid forth from the imperialist plottings of 
J P. Morgan, President William McKinley and U.S= 

Navy Secretary Theodore, Roosevelt in Washington to 
tbe siruggles of white and Mexican miners in the 
:cpper fields of Colorado. 

Uniting these diverse aspects of the story is a 
treed black slave named Washington Jefferson. After 
a :.iose shave while trying to vote in South Carolina, 
Jciierscn is recruited by the army in Texas, runs in- 
to c hostile native population in Puerto Rico while 
lighting the Spanish, and finally ends up in the army 
<-cntingent that crushes a strike In Colorado; a 
strike that has already been destroyed by internal 
racial divisions.-. 

By that time, Jefferson’s eyes have been opened 
tc the reality of the struggle. But disgusted with the 
divisions among the miners, he lectures them with 
the play's punch line: "When the time comes, you 
acn't get tc choose who’s on your side. History de- 
cides that for you — you just got to understand 
his tory . " 

The miners’ strike is at the center of the story. 
Here the Mime Troupe demonstrates its masterful skill 
at combining theater and music with politics: each 
character emerges both as a unique personality and 
as a representative of specific class and racial 
interests . 

The death of a Mexican laborer in the mine due 
tc the neglect of a white worker prompts the Mexicans 
CO walk off the job. The white miners, meanwhile, 
move to strike in demand of the eight-hour day. A 
precarious unity is achieved through the efforts of 
Maria, widow of the slain Mexican, Tomas, who is also 
a Mexican laborer, and Ed Casey, a socialist white 
miner The activists* work is aided by Montana, a 
bitter black woman who owns the saloon which becomes 
strike headquarters, and Belle, a young woman fresh 
from the country who wins a job there as a singer. 

Fighting against them is the leader of the 
union, Charlie Slade, who doesn't want a strike, 
and who tries to keep Mexican workers out of the all- 
white union While Morgan, McKinley and Roosevelt 
plot war and repression overseas, Charlie Slade 
poisons the minds of the white miners by telling them 
that the need to produce war materiel outweighso the 
need to stay on strike. And, he claims, "you can’t 
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organize Mexicans." 

The conflict is sharp and the Mime Troupe 
pulls no punches in laying out the dynamics between 
the white and Mexican workers. In the middle, for 
instance, is Harry, a white miner who vascillaces 
between his deeply held racial prejudices and his 
slowly perceived understanding of the need for 
unity. While Tomas and Ed Casey both make errors 
that weaken the strike, it is ultimately Harry’s 
actions that destroy it. 

Mime Troupe members say the play marks an im- 
portant step forward in the group’s own political 
development as a theater collective. Six months of 
study of UcS. labor history preceded the actual 
writing of the script, a process that focused atten- 
tion on the internal racial dynamics of the group 
as well as on the historical basis for the play. 

"It’s the first real struggle that the company 
as a multinational organization has gene through," 
according to Marie Acosta, who plays the widow. 

"In the past the Mime Troupe was famous for exposing 
the connivings of the ruling class, but now we 
want to deal with the problems that real people 
have in getting together to fight the bosses. 

"We feel that we can’t give easy answers," 
she continued, "but can only use the show tc raise 
the questions that came up among us as we struggled 
to write it. We want people tc look within them- 
selves and within their organizations for the 
contradictions that we portray in the play, analyze 
them, and then move forward to eliminate them." 

The play succeeds without a doubt in raising 
these very difficult questions, and it is widely 
agreed in the Bay Area that one needs to see it 
several times to appreciate its richness and 
subtlety. At the same time that it tackles racism 
in the U.S. head on, the play contains all of the 
lively music, dance and outrageous slapstick humor 
that has made the Mime Troupe famous. 

— 30— 

(For more information abSut the Mime Troupe and 
their latest tour, write to them at 355 Treat 
San Francisco, CA, 94110.) * 
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"^'OOINOTE 10 IHE ASSASSINATION" 

Vl\ hk;h lights testimony of jfk assassination witness 

by Jef i Cohen 

LOS ANGELES (LNS) — \in:ien the House Coiranittee 
i rves-: 1 gat ing the JFK and King assassinations begins 
VO, L.ing witnesses, it will be unable to call Dallas 
Oolcix Sheritt Roger Craig- One of the most Important 
u. tresses in the Kennedy case, Craig died of an 
apparent suicide in May, 1975, at the age of 39 = 

Fortunately, Craig's "testimony" has been pre- 
served in a videotape documentary co-produced by 
MarK Lane, and narrated by John Henry Faulk. Entitled 
Footnote to the Assassination," the 90— minute docu- 
mentary is based on lengthy Interviews with Craig 
recorded in his l<^st year r It previewed this Septem- 
ber at the American Film Institute in Los Angeles. 

The producers hope to syndicate Footnote on 
television early next year, but they are not overly 
optimistic. If aired, it would be the first docu- 
mentary cn TV that did net accept the Warren Report's 
icne assassin conclusion 

The film is composed of segments from the Craig 
interview intercut with supporting material from 
Warren Commission documents and other witnesses, 

Cl dig was standing in front of the Sheriff's office, 
d half-block from Dealey Plaza, when the shots rang 
cut on November 22, 1963. He ran to the Plaza and 
quickly bumped into an important eyewitness, Arnold 
Rowland, and his wife. Rowland told Craig that he saw 
two men on the sixth floor of the Texas School Book 
Depository, including one man who stood with a rifle 
in the southwest corner window, fifteen minutes 
before the first show was fired. 

If the statement Rowland made spontaneously to 
Craig in the aftershock of the event — and which 
Rowland repeated to the FBI and Warren Commission — 
is correct, then the Warren Report is not, Oswald's 
alleged perch was the sout heast corner window — on 
the other end of the building. At about 12:15 PM, when 
Rowland observed the gunman on the sixth floor, 

Oswald was seen by another witness on the first 
f loor - 

Fifteen minutes after the assassination, Dep, 
Sheriff Craig was standing in Dealey Plaza when 
he heard a shrill whistle, turned and (along with 
a corroborating witness) saw a man run down the 
grassy knell to join a "dark-complected" driver 
waiting in a Rambler station wagon. 

The Rambler proceeded down Elm Street past the 
Triple Underpass before Craig could get across the 
street tc stop the vehicle- Later that day, Craig 
identified Lee Harvey Oswald as the man who ran 
down the knoll But at’i the time Craig saw his "run- 
ning Oswald," the Warren Report placed Oswald in a 
cab riding tc his rooming house, 

"The Second Oswald" 

Who did Craig see fleeing the scene, if not 
Oswald? Reger Craig was just one of many eyewitnesses 
who claimed to have seen Oswald at a place in time 
when the Warren Report established Oswald to be 
somewhere else. This pattern has given rise tc specu- 
lation in numerous articles and a book about "the 
second Oswald " For years, Warren Commission critics 
have speculated that an Oswald look-alike may have 
been used by conspirators to impersonate and possibly 
help frame Oswald — blazing a trail of misleading 


evidence to implicate him as a lone assasslno 

A recent Village Voice article, "Is the *Secoi 
Oswald' Alive in Dallas?" (August 23, 1976) quoted 
a Treasury agent who admitted that he had arrested 
(and released) an Oswald look-alike in Dallas on a 
firearms violation charge just days before the 
assassination. 

The Oswald double was an activj-sc in the right 
wing Minutemen organization, an associate of anti- 
Castro Cuban exiles, had traveled in and out of 
Mexico, and had practiced constantly at a Dallas 
rifle range in November, 1963, where witnesses had 
mistaken him for Oswald, The agent described the 
Minuteman as "an absolute dead-ringer for Oswald 
iientical build, weight, coloring, facial features, 
hair. They were like identical twins; they could've 
passed for each other." 

Craig's chronicle picks up again on the seeps 
of the School Book Depository. There, Craig says 
he ran into a man who identified himself as a Secre 
Service agent. After the "agent" took Craig's rush- 
ed report about the fleeing man in the Rambler, 
Craig went on his way hunting for more evidence, 

Craig would later learn two disturbing facts: 
1) At the time he talked to the "agent," there were 
no Secret Service personnel in Dealey Plaza. None 
had been assigned. 2) When Dallas police officer 
Joseph Smith confronted a man in a business suit 
behind the grassy knoll, the suspect produced Secrei 
Service credentials. Two other Dallas cops, Harkrssi 
and Weitzman, claim to have conversed with Secret 
Service agents in Dealey Plaza, when none were ther< 

The Gun — Mauser Or Carcano ? 

Craig was one of the first officers to arrive 
at the sixth floor of the depository. Beneath the 
"Oswald window" on the floor, Craig noticed three 
spent shells which he described as lying neatly 
in a row, all pointing in the same direction. Since 
shells eject from a rifle haphazardly, Craig specu- 
lated that someone had to have planted the shells 
in that fashion. The FBI would easily link the 
shells to Oswald's 6.5 Mannlicher-Carcanc fifle. 

But according to Craig, the rifle found on the 
sixth floor was not Oswald's Carcano. Craig and 
another deputy sheriff discovered a rifle behind 
some boxes, and they were soon joined by Homicide 
Chief Will Fritz : and Dep. Constable Seymour Weitz- 
man, According to Craig, "We all saw stamped on the 
rifle — ' 7. 65MM MAUSER.'" 

Craig's claim is supported by the affidavit of 
Seymour Weitzman, who worked part-time in a sport- 
ing goods store and was very familiar with weapons, 
Weitzman' s affidavit states in no uncertain terms: 
This rifle was a 7,65 Mauser bolt action equipped 
with a 4/18 scope, a thick leather brownish-black 
sling on it," 

Two recently declassified CIA memos raise more 
questions about the weapon found on the sixth floor, 
A November 25, 1963 CIA report states that the 
murder weapon was a Mauser, and a November 28 CIA 
memo says the murder weapon was incorrectly reporte< 
to be a Carcano. 

Although Craig turned out to be one of the 
more alert of the many Dallas police officers that 
day, Craig states that deputy sheriffs were instruct 
ed to be spectators along the motorcade route and 
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nc part in se.:uriLy ” Craig says he was 
when Sheriti BiiL Decker gave those orders 
he morning ot th» 


le assassination 
The FBI's Role 


0 1 


Gent 
' mp. 


^ " Assassination" gees be>ond the 

* i egat ions to raise questicns about the fBI/s 

instance, why is there no 
.1 rhe 12-houi interrogation ct Oswald 
t ^oven FBI agents took part inr II the FBI had 
.ivfc Lee Oswald file in connection with the 
I Committee, and the Bureau has ad- 

^onducted "intensive .cvsrage" cf that 
np, why was Oswald not on the Secret St r vice's 
-t ont million potential threats tc the Presi- 

-cuid this be because Oswald was an FBI 
V c e ; 


F.^.note contains revealing IV icotcxge, ne.er 
t-tored .n network news, from the H.use judiciary 
.subcommittee hearings that probed the FBI's des- 
tio^ction (on November 24, 1963; ol axiegediy 
nTitc.tening note written by Oswald FBI c^gen: James 
05ty, whose name and unlisted phone n^^mber appear- 
t-n in Oswald's address b^ck, testified that Dallas 
oreciu Chief J. Gordon Shankiin -.rdered him des- 
' ‘ note: Oswald is dead now Ihere 

n. cri,:ii Get rid of this note" 


m bs 


Hosiy further testitied that he did no: leii 
I he Warren Commission about the destruction i 
evidence because three FBI ofti.iais, Chankiln, his 
^ = c-xstant Robert Gemberiing and Assistant Director 
A * _ ^ . B - 1 me n_, instructed him only to answer ques- 
tions artd net to volunteer inlcrmation. 


it the Oswald note .oniained ^ vie lent threat 
against the Bureau, wouldn't the FBI have saved it 
=lS supporting evidence in its case that Oswald was 
Cl Subversive and violence-pr v^ne lor. e-as sassin ! 

Co.id the rjote instead have reveaiea an Oswaxd/FBl 
r eiationship? 


The documentary also presents an important in- 
terview with a new witness. Bob Price, an ex-night- 
■ iub G'wner in Houston who was an u^quaintonoe of 
Ddxxas club ot^mer Jack Ruby. In April, x9bcs. Price 
-laims that he. Ruby, Lee Oswald, and tw^ Lcuisiana 
men had a lengthy chat in Price s ulub 


Although Price indicates that maccers nice 
JFK and murder never came up during the i our -hour 
-,.nfab, his statement is significant in view cf 
several witnesses who were on the rec-id twelve 
years ago as having seen Oswald and Ruby together 
Price offers no explanation as t: why he waited 
twelve years to speak out 


"Footnote to the Assassinaticn" winds down with 
-laig chronicling a senes oi misadventures 
that b=fell him after the assassinaricn, seemingly 
related tc his eyewitness testimony Because of 
Ciaig s allegations, especially conuecning uswaid 
f in the Rambler , the deputy sher it t was cf ten 

hc^jndel for interviews by journalists Dallas Sheriff 
Bill Decker eventually ordered Craig to .ease 
answering questions about the case: "You didn't 
see anything, you didn’t hear anything " 


Craig Ignored the advice and was subsequently 
fired on July 4, 1967 


Tie one-time decorated deputy sheriff had 


v: ; 

trouble finding work in his last years, and for a 
while, labored at a $1,60— per— hour job® Craig ^ays 
he encountered numerous death threats and narrowly 
escaped a couple of attempts on his life® 


From his November 22 statement for the Sheriff’; 
Department to his testimony before a Warren Ccmmissii 
attorney to his last comments before the videotape 
camera, Reger Craig refused to change his story 
about what he saw and heard. Because it has taken 
Congress thirteen years to respond to the desire of 
the American people for a serious investigacicn, 

Craig and many other witnesses are no longer around 
to testify. 

— 30— 


SOUTH AFRICA THREATENS PROSECUTION AFTER 
BLACK & WHITE ATHLETES ■ JOIN IN RUGBY GaWE 


NEW YORK (LNS) — With much fanfare, the South 
African government announced a new policy of "inte- 
grated sports" in late September® But the ruling 
wasn’t quite the "liberalization" of apartheid it 
was ..racked up to be The white minority regime new 
threatens to prosecute 8 white rugby players who 
pariicipated with 22 blacks in a club march in a blacl 
township near Port Elizabeth on October 11. 


Minister of Sports Piet G. Kcornhof mads It 
clear that the government would not permit white and 
biak players on the same team at the club level, 
which IS where most sports are played. 


Ihe policy announced last month allcws white 
teams ic play black teams at all levels, but allows 
blacks and whites on the same teams only in interna- 
: local competition® The exception for interna" ional 
^cmpeticion is presumably a tactic to take the heat 
cif the white minority regime which has been barred 
from many international sporting events because of 
ICS r a list policies , 


Ihe 8 rugby players, who are among the ccunrry*s 
best athletes: V defied demands from the police, 
the government and the white Rugby Board ncc^tc 
appear^ The result, reported the New York Times, was 
near hysterical exciement among black supporters 
the game The players were carried from the field 
in triumph by a cheering crowd cf 10,000 blark- 
at L er war ds 


"We ielt really good inside, you know," said 
Aiiscait Weakley, one of the white players "Hundred, 
came up and thanked us. It made it all wctrhwhxle," 


It was a clearcut ease of confrontation with 
^-'vetnment, said Sports Minister Koornhof, who 
»dded that the players had broken the law and would 
n3.ve to face the consequences , 

In addition to defying the sports regular ier 
the white players broke the law requiring wh- --s * 
visiting black townships tc have permits, and "also 
the law restricting almost all stadiums to players 
of cne race only® ^ ^ 
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DON’T FORGET US I 


Be sure to send LNS a copy of your paper, new- 
letter, magazine. . . as soon as it cemes cut We 
want to keep up on what you’re doing. Thanks 
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' N w\KT ORDER HALTS BAN ON MEDICAID ABORTIONS 

Ni U ^ ORK ^,LNS) Only hours after an amendment 
Meduald abortions became law on October 1, 

I icprosentin^ various civii rights and plan- 

iv.i.r.ihood groups, and acting on behalf of all 

ucnun, obtained a temporary injunction block- 
‘ 'g :;c new legislation. 

lilt amendment is unconstitutional," stated 
.. -1 ihfc suit’s plaintiffs, the Center for Con- 

1 v>.ionai Rights in New York, "it violated a 

tight to due process and equal protection 
b> di!~ r iminating against poor w^omen and denying 
'him then tight to abortion." 

A ..rding to government statistics, between 
-'0,(hl0 onci 300,000 peer women had abortions paid 
: . r r. Mt dicaid in 19 7 5 

r -tc Hyde Amendment, a rider tc the HEW Appro- 
priations Bill prohibiting federal Medicaid money 
1 r abi-r lions, became law when both the House and 
S=n,-,te voted tc override a presidential veto. Ford 
had vetted the bill as being too expensive. 

in response to the federal class action suits 
.'Calking tc stop the Hyde Amendment, federal judges 
1 Xt-w Yctk and Washington D>C issued the Temporary 
R<r-tcaining Order (TRO) The TRO is in effect until 
v' Lcber 20 when the judges will rule on a permanent 
tion It granted, the permanent injunction 
IV Cl. Id or event the Department of Health, Education 
aud We^iare from stopping Medicaid abortions pending 
a ..uri decision on the constitutionality of the 

r. -IT vv 1 ca 'a/ 

"This law," said the Center for Constitutional 
"will for^ie women to bear unwanted children, 
pi:.:ut3 medically unsafe 'back iccm' abortions, 
at tempi; to self-abort, or become irreversibly 
sterilized because they tear untimely pregnancy^" 

Miny doctors agree that the law will bring 
Da.,k tie cut-rate "back rocm" abortion business, 
along with a rise in infections from imprcpeiiy 
perl., rmed abortions. Both of these have declined 
markedly since the legalization of abortion in 1970. 

"The government is taking the first step to 
-resting a beautiful black market," said Albert 
M. ran, ol the New York Planned Parenthood Federation. 

Ihe Religious Coalition lor Abortion Rights 
(,RCARj in Washington D,-C. has condemned the law 
a= discriminatory because it denies "poor women a 
service that middle and upper income women can pay 
f.r and obtain. The amendment will net stop abortions," 
RCaR smd, "it will only make safe abort lens in- 
dcessible to the poor." 

Proponents of the law in the House and the 
Senate .iaim that abortion is immoral and that the 
iedetai government should not pay for an act they 
..onsider to be an Immoral one. 

RCAR, however, maintains "this legislation will 
deny the constitutionally guaranteed rights of con- 
s ien.-ir and freedom of religion to poor women by 
enabling into law one religious theory of life." 

Id New York City, the class action suit was 
iiied by ^ number of groups including the American 
Civii liberties Union, the Center for Constitutional 
Rights, and attorneys for Planned Fcirenthood of 
New York City. The New York City Health and Hospitals 
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Corporation joined the plaintiffs In requesting 
the TROf 

Similar class action suits were filed in 
Washington DcC. and Trenton, New Jersey * A spokes- 
person for the American Civil Liberties Union 
said that lawsuits against the amendment are ex- 
pected in many other cities. 
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SECOND TRIAL BEGINS FOR BLACK ACTIVIST 
"HURRICANE" CARTER AND JOHN ARTIS 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Over nine years ago, black 
activist Rubin "Hurricane" Carter and his co-de- 
fendant John Artis, were convicted by an all-white 
jury of a triple murder, and sentenced to life 
imprisonment. Beginning on October 12, the two will 
be tried for the second time. 

Ever since his arrest in 1966, Carter has main 
tained that he and Artis were framed in the case. 

A middleweight boxer who gained prominence during 
the civil rights movement. Carter had been outspoke 
in his criticism of a brutal police attack on 
black teenagers in Harlem in May of 1964. 

The only two witnesses to testify against 
Carter and Artis at the original trial have since 
recanted their testimony, Alfred Bello and Arthur 
Bradley, both white, admitted in 1974 that they 
were pressured into lying in exchange for favors 
regarding lobbery charges which were pending a- 
gainst them. 

A long legal fight followed, in which the 
original rrial judge refused to grant a re-trial. 
After a nationwide support campaign pressured for 
a new trial, the case was sent to the New Jersey 
State Supreme Court In January of 1976. 

In a unanimous ruling, that court overturned 
the convictions, charging the prosecution with 
withholding evidence and substantially prejudicing 
a fair trial. 

Since then, Carter and Artis were released on 
bail totalling $35,000. The defense says the 
excessive bail has drained the defense fund, and 
caused a five-month delay in the re-trial, since 
it has prevented the hiring of investigators for 
their case. Defense attorneys have protested that 
at the same time, the prosecutor has freely spent 
thousands of dollars of public funds to reinves- 
tigate its own case. 

At the new trial, the defense is reportedly 
expected to stress that the descriptions of the 
murderers did not match those of either defendant, 
except for their being black. 

Last spring, lawyers won a motion to move 
the new trial to Jersey City, New Jersey from 
Passaic County, where there had been "grossly 
inaccurate and highly prejedicial" press coverage. 

— 30— 
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Ihi6 r»6- 
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: >i ^hi: i\^6t Bunk ^n eardy 
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~ '■ ■ - ■ ■ i t ^ 6 ;. ■> nge I ^6 d - si vss i i n of 

vno B.. .V. in '^an resist- 

■ uaa.;^rc ah-, made i: the 

/ :n^ .-c^r . j . /' h: ub-^^-.m.tirican Uni- 

; . c t- v.^nducted 


means He was sentenced to 25 years o 

Prisoners are children of 14 sometimes, and oL 
men cl 80 Workers and Intellectuals, young and old 
are In prison only because of their love of their 
homeland and their non-compliance with the occupa^ 
i ion 

Many are under "administrative detention" whlcl 
Is often called by the prisoners a "life term„" 

Under the Defense Law they can imprison a man. with- 
out any harge for any period of time and renew it 
for any amount of time without an explanation,> 1 
have :lients who have been under such imprisonment 
for three years new, 

ARE THERE CASES OF TORTURE THAT YOU KNOW OF IN 
THE PRISONS' 

1 tc declare with the full responsibility 

cf every word i saw that the tortures are a system, 
a met hod, not spontaneously executed by some man 
by himself, I have to say that I have seen with my 
own eyes hundreds cf people with marks of torture 
on then bodies But I have never succeeded to con- 
vince f he mill tar y court of this., 



c a . ^ I ' i ^n the 

i.'.iziiai pr'isaners 
r 1 -j. ve " c !. ^shea beeky 
cht.a b.j I'huU'ja Bress in 


Desp.te ail the marks 1 have shown re them, the 
havt ne.sr beiieved an Arab who says he was beacen=> 
The off it ia is cf the court say the Arabs are /ery 
well treated and all their allegations about beat- 
ings are a fantasy 


1 : c i i \Cli =.VT,t:r. ing =ib^ut oppression 

-cc , : ■_ i n-^mnc. rights: in the occupied 

: : --C.- 1 want vtc tc hs^r the vcice cf the suf- 

i-;.rg pe:pie in Isr=i-iL jai..s And I want to show 

: ht IrraCiii are d:ing in ’ihe ,.,.,upied terri- 
^nd h.w they are c nt r ad 1 ^ t ing ail maxims 
- 1 , r ' e r n a '■ 1 : n a 1 law 

Tic Israeli c..upa'lcn cf the Arab territories 
• r.c watcc -I the j une , 195/ w-r _s nine and a half. 

* ^ I'ldc;!! fixing 1 -.- have pretended 

. ' r; e e e > e ^ ; s that . , ^ : h = tri _ 5 • liberal c c cupa t ion 

, r. > B . c there 3 r very 1 = w p a c p r e in 1 5 r ae i 

3.'q ,'j = 10 ; who be i levs in th^.s 3p_ lege tic des- 
r_p:i-n .1 the c...pati_n Ih.r:> theusand Pales- 
- 3 :. i he.r b-^n impriscred s.r e ’'he 01 -Oi^aLlcn, 

^r.o ;:cje, m. - ' b^n -*,000, dtt sti.. . in prison now. 

I r.c *ciW3 appj.i=;d Dy Ibr^ej... i^chcriiies in the 
up*:d ttr.-[_ric5 are the Deicr. = e Emergency Reg- 
^9ub inherited liem the British Mandate 
r...^fe ir. Paica-'ine, and order = cca.tcd by the mili- 
31 .. g.veinmeni the occupied terr it cries. 

Ire = c Emergency Reguiai ions arc- very severe: 
f.r ineL^n.e, li somabedy 15 a member ol an "unlaw- 
iuj.” , £ gan 1 2 3 1 icn they :an get iO years imprison- 
ment .and n_ poiiti-cal or gan izat r on is rawfui, no 
get he ring, n-, thing, 

Tne moni.ipaiity ci Nabx^s, rcr example, tried 

weeks ag.. tc hold an epan sesei-cn of the muni- 
. ,paj government t- aixcw aii the inhabitants to 
-ee what the munic ipaiity ’ s doing Iha military 
gc.err.cr said that this would be an assembly, and 
di. ab 3 embi:ies have to recei.ve a permit ifom the 
miiitary g...'erncr, ctharwise it is •xtriawf ul.. And an 
-..niawiji assembly means lO years imprisonment The 
raiii'ory g-verncr wCv id net gi ve a pennit.. 

i re .entiy had a client, fusel Dab ah is his 
iiamc He IS a man aged 'ub ir^m the municipality of 
j.iKarm His oniy - rime Wa=> that he handed O'ut leaf- 


Many people die in prisons as a result of tor- 
ture, cr they ate condemned to a slow death be- 
cause cf a ia.k wf medical careo 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS TORTURE? 

I.:- cbcain false confessions and to intimidate <. 

IS THERE RESISTANCE TO THE CONDITIONS AMONG 
THE prisoners:^ 

The prisoners are very well organized. There 
are hunger strikes, work strikes, all kinds of -i 
strikes Ihe struggle is continued within the walls 
of the prisons, the prisoners have not given up 

One man, Taysir Aruri, a teacher in Bit Zeit 
College, who has been administratively imprlsoted, 
was recently oftered to go out from his ccccntcry, to 
leave his homeland, and be free. Taysir, as hundreds 
of others, rejected with indignation this offer, 
made in front of me, and said, "Better to d^e in the 
prison cell and not to lea’ce the 'country." 

There is the case of a man called Ahmed Dahdul , 
a communist whe was released after three years 01 
administrative imprisonment, and was going to be 
elected in the [April] municipal elections. On 
March 22, he was taken in a military car and was 
supposed to be taken to meet with the military 
governcr in Tulkarm, about 20 kilometers away 
He was killed in the car, beaten to death. 

Now I am asking the High Court of Justice to 
form an investigative body in this case. I am 
accusing the governor of Tulkarm, who is a cclonei 
that he gave this order to kill him, that it was 
not a spontaneous killing. 

In the occupied territories there are theusands 
of people living in fear and calling the c: .^pi»d 
territories a "big prisonc" They say after ot 

their family is arrested, "he is In a small p^is.>n 
and we are in the big prison " 
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^ uxa.nst the Palestinian^ people in the lands 

^ ^ W I . EO SINCE 196/ ^ 

-It'll authorities have :onti seated more than 
■ ■ ‘ ^ ^ halt dunams [i dunam-1/4 acre] in 

h'rt. Bank, mote than ent-sixth of the total area 
r- West Bank,^nd a third ot the Gaza Strip. 

L of people were forcibly evicted from their 

- r o 

And there was the tcnfiscation of 22,000 dunams 
-I A:^b rand in Jerusalem and its suburbs and forci- 
c'*- c\i ticnof tens ct rh.:o sands of Arabs who used 
^nd work there. 1 shall never forget the old 
wid^w Salma who said tha: she preferred to die in 
! ■ . I , use instead of leaving it 

rttttr the demolition cf 800 Arab buildings, 13 
m/aeli sectors were bunt encircling Jerusalem, 

<-1 I mg aicund Jerusalem" as the authorities call it. 

And to this very day, in ai— Bireh and other 
-'V-.- the West Bank, thousands of dunams were 
iitvoted and the inhabitants are straggling hero— 

1 a . ly against it 

Ihe demulition of houses is one of the most 
p>-.nishment s imposed by the military governor. 

I: -- V : . t ims are most often the innocent families 
-1 -he detained. The last destroyed home I have seen 
■- 0 d refugee camp, Rat ah, in Gaza in December 
.1 *9/5 len .hildren, their parents and grandparents 

rc.7.3*ned rootless because ^ne oi the sons was sus— 
pr ,cd cf "subversive a.:tivlty." 

i have seen the completely demolished Golan 
Hc.gn-, have heard the silent outcry of Kuneitra, 
r.z. , c ~ -en hundreds of horaeiess. On the ruins of the 
iiiages in the Latrun area destroyed by rhe Israeli 
ziin.y in 1967 , a Canadian Jewish investor has built 
ct park and a recreation area- I wonder who can enjoy 
I hr beauty of flowers growing in the ruips of others’ 

Ihe number of buildings destroyed in East 
-.cic-iaiem, the West Bank, Gaza and the Golan Heights 
1 r ,rTi N„.v ember 6, 196 7 to November 6, 1974 totals 
i9,i32 — a terrible number. 

Ihe colonization of the occupied territories 
by Jewish settlers is going on at this very memento 
Ih£_y aiG hoping mistakenly to change the map of 
the Middle East. 

Theie ate more than 50 new settlements in 
Guian, and four new ones are being prepared^ One 
the new settlers was on a TV question show in 
Isidci He said that he came from Houston, Texas, 
icS it IS symbolic From Houston, Texas, settling 
m Gclan while its legal Inhabitants have lived 
nine years in refugee camps near Damascus,. 

But despite all this, the straggle against the 
c c-pation is going on. Because its roots are 
issuing from the love for the homeland. Thousands 
pi tier the prison cells, prefer to die in demon- 
::t rat ions, in struggle, and not td surrender to 
! he occupiers The Palestinian‘S flags are raised 
D> -hildren, and the victims of the Israeli soldiers 
3.C buried as her os in Nablus, Hebron and Jerusalem, 
while ethers are swearing to continue their 
struggle. 

WHAI MEASURES HAVE THE ISRAELI AUTHORITIES 
lAKEN against THE MANY STRIKES AND DEMONSTRATIONS 


THAT HAVE BEEN OCCURRING THROUGH THE SPRING AND 
SUMMER? 

During the rule of Dayan [Defense Minis tet 
from 1967 to 1973] while they were killix^g theusan 
of fedayeen [Palestinian commandos] in the Gaza, 
they were not shooting the demonstrators. t'OW 

it has escalated On the Palestinian "Day of ’'he 
Land" on March 30, they were shooting children 
and women in the streets of the villages and on 
the terraces. 

They are shooting the demonstraters and they 
say they are firing warning shots into the air , 
There is a terrible joke that the Arabs must be in 
the air because they are getting killed , 

The opposition is all the time more and more, 
organized , The authorities are very much afraid 
of it, much more than of bombs. The pollrlal op- 
position to the occupation is very dangerous or 
theme The demonstrations are so wide scale oha-^ 
the whole population is participating in or eopport 
ing the demonstrations, which means that the r : : 
tion has no base of support. 

DURING THE STRIKES AND DEMONSTRATIONS IN THE 
SUMMER, WHAT OTHER MEANS DID THE MILITARY USE 10 
TRY 10 BREAK THEM UP? 

Ihey opened striking shops by force in Gaza, 
Nabius and other places. Then later they punished 
the shopowner by closing the shop for several mrr.th 
and sometimes arrested him for inciting the Irsing 
of shops, 

1 have many clients who are now charged with 
this. The charge is very harsh. It is a threat 
to their livelihood. 

Despite all this, the inhabitants of Nablus 
had a strike of merchants for 18 or 20 days. li 
is something unbelievable, and they did f . If 
children saw an open shop, the closed it. They 
went from shop to shop to close the ones which 
the military had opened. In Nablus the strike wes 
100 % . 

The last municipal elections in the West Bank 
in April, in which democratic and pro-PLO [Pales- 
tine Liberation Organization] forces have obtained 
an overwhelming majority, illustrated once again 
that the Palestinians recognize the PLO as rhei' 
sole and only representative. 

The support for the PLO as the sole represen- 
tative of the Palestinian people, despite all this 
oppression, is something very deep, 
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["With My Own Eyes," by Felicia Langer, is avail- 
able from MERIP, P,0. Box 3122 Columbia Haights 
Station, Washington D.C. 20010 or from the Pales tin 
Solidarity Committee, PcO, Box 1757 Manhattanv i:* le 
Station, New York, New York 10027,] 

I I t I T I I I I 

Have you noticed, LNS has changed its aid^rss 
Please make sure you send your newspapers, press 
releases etc, to 17 W, 17th St,, N,Y,, NoY-' .001.^ 
Our new phone number is (212) 989-3555,, 
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